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SMALL ENTITY COMPLIANCE GUIDE
Dear Sea Scallop Permit Holder:

These attached sea scallop information sheets have been issued to summarize scallop regulations,
scallop management programs, and 2007 scallop harvest specifications. There are eight information
sheets that address the following aspects of scallop fishery management: General Category Scallop
Permits, General Category Scallop Exemption Area Program, General Category Access Area
Program, Limited Access Scallop Permits, Limited Access Access Area Program, Scallop Observer
Program, Scallop Gear Requirements, and Gear Stowage Requirements.

The table of contents on the following page provides additional detail on each information sheet.
These information sheets will also be available on the Northeast Region website at
http://www.nero.noaa.gov/sfd/index.html. The full text of the regulations is available on our website:
http://www.nero.noaa.gov, or you may request a copy by calling (978) 281-9315.

Possession Limit Clarification: There has been confusion regarding the possession limit for general
category scallop vessels. The following requirements pertain to all general category scallop vessels:

e General category 1B scallop vessels are prohibited from possessing or landing per trip more
than 400 Ib of shucked, or 50 bu of in-shell scallops;

e General category 1B scallop vessels may not fish for, possess, or land scallops on more than
one trip per calendar day; and

e If using plastic baskets to approximate the possession limit, vessel operators must be aware
these baskets may hold more than one U.S. bu of in-shell scallops. Vessel operators must be
familiar with the volume of the baskets they are using. The volume of the basket is likely
printed on the basket or can be determined by the distributor, dealer, or manufacturer, if
operators are unsure of the volume. Ultimately, the vessel operator must ensure that the
volume of in-shell scallops on board the vessel does not exceed 50 U.S. bu. One U.S. bu is
the equivalent of 35.24 liters (L).

Please address any questions to the Sustainable Fisheries Division by calling (978) 281-9315.

Sincerely,

{'0/1/ Patricia A. Kurkul
Regional Administrator

This small entity compliance guide complies with section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory @

Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996.
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